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Christina Delgado, a Baltimore-based multidisciplinary artist
and curator, delves into the intricacies of self and identity
through her work. As a Nuyorican transplant from New York
City to Baltimore, her lens captures the fusion of cultures and
the evolution of personal narrative. Delgado’s portfolio reflects
a profound reverence for family and homeland, showcasing
how these elements can be both sources of pain and avenues
to healing and self-affirmation.

At the heart of her creative journey lies Tola’s Room, a
sanctuary for Puerto Rican heritage nestled in Northeast
Baltimore. Named after her daughter, Omotola, this immersive
museum and cultural space stands as a beacon of
representation in the city.

Delgado’'s commitment to arts equity extends beyond her own
endeavors; she serves as an advisor, mentor, and teaching
artist, fostering creativity and inclusivity in the community. With
a seat at the table of numerous advisory groups and boards,
Delgado continues to shape the cultural landscape of Baltimore
and beyond.

Photograph by Jefferson Liu. 2023
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g. Digital Photograph. 24x20 inches. 2014




Relics of My Father is an evolving
photography & culture project Christina
Delgado uses as a form of art therapy
after losing her father suddenly in 2013.
Having to sort through all the “relics” he
left behind was like opening a time
capsule, memories of the past flooding
through her mind. She learned so much
about him and she also learned much
about herself.

Her father's death in essence gave
Christina life, allowing her confidence,
pride, and a renewed perspective into her
own cultural experience, her lineage, and
what being a Puerto Rican from NYC
CEIVANEERS

La Bandera. Digital Photographh. 20x24 inches. 2014
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Brooklyn Bridge. Digital Photograph. 24x20 inches. 2014 Daddy Baby. Digital Photograph. 24x20 inches. 2014
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TOLAS ROOM




Tola's Room, located in Baltimore City, is a vibrant hub of Puerto Rican heritage and culture,
blending personal narrative, historical exploration, and community engagement. Founded in
2018 as an art therapy project following the passing of Christina Delgado’s father, it now
honors Puerto Rican and Nuyorican experiences through exhibitions, workshops, events, and
collaborations that foster connection and belonging.

Rooted in honoring ancestors and preserving local Puerto Rican histories, Tola's Room
safeguards cultural heritage while inviting future exploration of how the Puerto Rican
community can continue to thrive in Baltimore. Through immersive exhibits and intimate
gatherings, visitors are empowered to connect with their identities and histories in the
comfort of a home-like setting.

As Baltimore’s only Puerto Rican home museum, Tola’s Room is both a sanctuary for cultural
reconnection and an open invitation to the Boricua community to consider it a second home.
It embodies the resilience of the Puerto Rican diaspora, enriching the cultural and artistic
landscapes of Baltimore and beyond.



The Shrine

Tola's Room Basement
Installation. 2021

Daddy's Den

Tola's Room 3rd Floor
Installation. 2022

"The Shrine," part of the 2021 "Relics of My Father"
exhibition at Tola's Room, honored Delgado's
father, Edwin Delgado, with personal artifacts and
a reflective altar space.

In 2022, Delgado's second exhibition, "A Series of
Love Letters, transformed her daughter's former
bedroom into "Daddy’s Den," featuring her father's
belongings, family photos, and a short film,
"Daddy, A Love Letter," projecting family videos
and reflections since his passing onto a photo of
the final Bacardi bottle he drank from.



Tola's Room initiated the #BmoreBoricuas
Project a cultural archiving initiative
documenting the experiences of Puerto
Ricans in Baltimore from the 1800s to today.
Since its launch in 2021, the project has
gathered oral histories, artifacts, artworks,
and cultural stories, offering a comprehensive
view of Baltimore's nearly 200-year Puerto
Rican presence.

By preserving these narratives, the project
highlights the extensive diversity of
Baltimore's Puerto Rican community—a
perspective too often overlooked in the
mainstream, both locally and nationally.

Chesca Stein Interview
2021

Felicita’'s Legacy
Plastic bodice & acrylic
paint. 72" x 28". 2023

A gift by Dina Tillman.
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TORRES, Salvador
SALVADOR TORRES, age 83, of
West Grove, PA, formerly of
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was the son of the late Pedro

iy ¥ Torres and Adela’ Aponte,
= Salvador served in the U.S. Army
from October 2, 1953 thru Sep-
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or 35 vears, and he s mun

he fate of the Puerto Rics == tember 30, 1955, during the Korean War, and was Hon-
x in the hands of Congres —_ ‘ - - prahje Discharged. Also earned the Natianal Defense
ntlemen canie to Baltimo e L - Service Medal and Good Conduct Medal. :

nclsco del Valle, of Puer L In 1957, Salvador joined the Baltimore City Police De-

partment as the f|r§t Native-born Puerto Rican. He re-
tired in 1987 as a Lieutenant.
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Documentary
Photography

Resistencia. Digital Photograph. 24x20 inches. 2024
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Geneva and James. Photograph on Vinyl. 4x3 feet. 2021

Muslims for Freddie Gray. Digital Photograph. 20x24 inches. 2015
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Johnston Square Gat

PAST, PRE
& FUTURE

Thraough the Neighborhoo d Oesign
Fenter's Build Together Designer-in-
Residence Progrom, artist Christina
Dialigado led a summar-long public space
intarvertion for the Johnston Squar
rsightorhood. This project was dons
in partnarshipwith Rabuild Johnston
Square reighborhood organization Tha
«f0 hn shon Sgumre Foteway Project
commamorates afforts to anliven the
Eact Biddla 5t. bridga located intha
Johnston Square neighborhood at
300 E Biddla Strest batwsan Fallsway
and Barclay. Through a public mural
mnd actvation, tha project bridgas
whiat has historical ly been a dividing line
bstwean Johnston Squars and Midtown,
and anticipates tha future park ard
devmlopment along East Biddke Strest
s part of the Jshn ston Sguare 20020
Kision Plan.

Thea mural design was based ona naw
branding concept for Jobvston Sguare
craated by Glann Dellon. Muraist Pagie

Digitally Printed Vinyl w/

Maftle Laminate

eway Project:

SENT

Orpin recreated and painted the design
as the backdrop for Black and whits
imiages of people ard place taken by
Dalgado. Smaller mages ware shared
by courtless residents of the Johaston
Sguore community prasent and past
Tha miural and pheto sxhibiion honor
tha peopls whio have mada Jobnstan
Sgquore a place of community, and they
beoth rapresant and anvision a new futura
for the naighbarhocd As the Jolnston
Sguore neighborbood rapidly changes, it
is mora critical than ewar that wa honor
and highlight its shared history.

Wa would like 1o ackrowledge the
endlsss partners, staksholdars, and
community mambsers that halped o
miakis this project possibla. This project
was made possbke with support from
tha Mationd Endosment for the Arts,
thi Abel! Fowndaton, the Goldsafer
Foun dation, and the Jdohns Hopkins
Meighborhood Fund.

& big thank you te tha tellewing pesple ter their aral and visual
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Bsartara Dilarmond Jeanetts Maros Sharon

Hanca Elalne Kste
Eonha Ewon Kakh
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Ranhel,

Clark Geneva Litlan L Rl

Coach Jon Irez ULllan T.

Deborah James Laretta
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JOHNSTON
SAUARE
GATEWAY

EVENT

Frea farmers market, activities,
ort, sidewalk painting, ghveaways,
workshops, community stories,
and mors!
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SCAN FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Johnston Square Gateway Project. 2021
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Community Is The Classroom Keynote. 2025
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Exhibitions &
Publications

“BmoreBoricuas Popup Exhibition @ Hello Bonita, Tola’'s Room, October 2025
“BmoreBoricuas Mini Exhibition”, Tola’'s Room, December 2024

“Pa Mi Gente”, The Motor House, October 2023

“Taking Space”, Creative Alliance, September 2023

“Boricua”, Maryland Women's Heritage Center, September 2023
“Diasporican Art in Motion”, Center for Puerto Rican Studies, February 2023

“Building Capacity for Community-Academia Research Partnerships by Establishing a
Physical Infrastructure for Community Engagement: Morgan CARES.” Sheikhattari, P,
Shaffer, E., Barsha, R.a.A,, Silver, G. B, Elliott, B., Delgado, C., Purviance,
P,Odero-Marah, V., & Bronner, Y. (2022). International Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health, 19(19), 12467.

“Casa de la Cultura Art Exhibition”, Casa de la Cultura, 2022
“Passion & Purpose: Voices of Maryland’s Civil Rights Activists” Exhibition, Maryland
Center for History and Culture, June 2022

Baltimore Uprising Archive Project, Maryland Center for History and Culture, 2015



De Puerto Rico. Digital Photograph. 24x20 inches. 2024



